
Maythewordsofmymouthandthemeditationsof

allourheartsbeacceptableinyoursightohLord

myrockandmyredeemerAmen.

SohowIwonderhowmanyofyouhaveheardthis

passageofscripturebefore.

Howmanyofyoualwaysgetboggeddownatthe

Camelandneedlebit?

Wellformeitdoesn’treallymatterastowhetheror

nottherewasanactuallyGatecalledtheneedleor

Jesuswasusingitasaturnofphrase.

Ibelievethattherearefarmoreimportantthings

thatwecanlearnfrom thispassageandthisiswith

regardtowhatJesussaystotheman.Weknow

from thisstoryinothergospelsthatthismanwas

youngandrichandhewasalsoobedienttotheLaw

thathasbeensetoutbeforehim.

ThisyoungmanasksJesusthefamouswords

“GoodTeacher,whatmustIdotoinheriteternal

life?”

Jesusrespondswithachallenge,WhydoYOUcall

megood?NooneisgoodbutGod,hethenhegoes

ontosaythattheyoungmanknowsthe

commandments,thosewhichweresetoutby

Moses:TheLaw.



ThemansomewhatshockedbythissaysTeacher,I

havekeptthesesincemyyouth.

Youcanimaginethattheremaywellhavebeenthe

soundofrighteousindignationinhisvoiceasifto

saywellofcourseIhave,Iwouldn’thavebeena

goodJewifIdidn’tdothesethingswhichare

requiredofme.

JesusthensetsoutanotherchallengetothisRich

youngman.

Andthischallengeisadifficultone,

thischallengerockstheyoungmantohisverycore.

Thischallengeisonethatconfrontstheman’svery

identity.

NowJesusisnotdoingthistobeawkward,

heisnotdoingittocauseaproblem,

theclueisinthetext,

JesusLookingathim,lovedhim andsaid,

heisdoingthisbecausehecaresdeeplyaboutthis

YoungManssoul.

Hecaresaboutwhatwillstopthismangettingin

theKingdom ofGod.



Theblockage,thestumblingblock,thethingsthat

aregettinginthewayoftherightrelationshipwith

God.

SoJesussaystotheman.

Youlackonething;go,sellwhatyouown,andgive

themoney tothepoor,andyouwillhavetreasurein

heaven;thencome,followme.’ 

NowIdon’tthinkthatJesusisnecessarilyagainst

themanhavingmoney,

butwhatheisagainstisthefactthatthismoney,

thiswealth,

thisearthlytreasureseemstobestoppingthe

youngmanfollowinghim.

WhenIwaslittleinthe1980’stherewerehandrails

goingupthestepsintomyschoolandatbreaktime

andlunchtimes,girlsandboyswouldgetonto

thesehandrails,swingaroundlikegymnastsdo,

creatingwhirlingshapesonthebars

andsometimestheywouldquiteoftenhangupside

downandlookattheworldfrom acompletely

differentperspectiveforabit.

Inlookingattheworlddownsideupyousaw

differentthingsandyounoticewhatyouhaven’t

seenbefore.



AndthisishowJesusischallenging

themantowakeup,changehisperspective,

getoutofthewealth-inducedcomahehasbeen

livingin,

thebubble,

thecomfortblanket,thewaythathelooksatthe

worldaroundhim.

Hemaybelivingbytheletterofthelawinobeying

thecommandmentssetoutbyMosesashehas

saidbutwasheobeyingthespirit,

washeobeyingtheintentthatwentalongwithit.

Washefollowingthroughinlookingafterthosewho

werepoor,thewidowortheorphan.

Washepractisingthethingshepreachedby

followingthecommandmentssetoutbyMoses?

Wasthemoneystoppinghim from trulyfulfillingthe

lawandtheprophets?WellJesusthinksitis

AllthewaythroughhisministryonearthJesus

constantlychallengesthestatusquointheworldin

whichlived.

Inthereadingthatimmediatelyprecedesthisone,

JesuschallengedthePhariseeswhentheywere

tryingtotriphim uponthematterofdivorceby

usingasmallchildasanexample,hechallenged



thesocietyofitsdaybyusingtheexampleofa

child,affordingtheChildrenanhonouredplacein

thekingdom ofGod.

AndthisweekJesuschallengestheyoungmanin

howheinteractswiththeworldandhisfaith.

TheyoungMan,however,cannottakeupthis

challengeandwalkawayfrom Jesuswithavery

heavyheart.

Bytheworldstandards,itlookslikethismanhas

everythinghecouldpossiblywant.

Itlookslikethereisnothingmorethanhecould

possiblyneedbutinthedownside,up,worldof

JesusChrist,thismanlackstheverythingsthathe

wants–ThepossibilityofEternallife–The

possibilityofbeingwithGodinheavenforever.

IntheKingdom ofGod,nothingappearsquiteasit

doesonearth

TheFirstshallbeLastandtheLastshallbefirst.

SoMyquestiontoyoutodayishowdoesJesus

Challengeyou?

Itcouldbethroughwhatyoudowithyourmoney

liketheyoungman,butitdoesn’thavetobe.

Timeandagain,Jesusgoesagainstthenormal

culturalpracticesofthesocietyofhisday.



Heeatswithprostitutesandtaxcollectors.

Heisaccusedofbeingadrunkenandglutton.

Hechallengesthenorm,upsetsthestatusquo,all

sothathecantryandexplainwhattheKingdom of

Heavenreallymeansandwelcomepeopletojoin

him.

SoIaskagain.HowisJesusChallengingyoutoday?

ThechallengethatJesussetsoutbeforeallofus,is

howcanweacknowledgeourfaultsandmove

towardsthatdaywhenEarthandHeavencome

together.

HowcanwehelpthattohappenhereonEarthnot

justwaitinguntilwegettoHeaven?

Wepraythischallengeeverytimewesaytheprayer

thatJesustaughthisdiscipleswhentheydidn’t

knowwhattopray.

Thatprayer,ofcourse,istheLordsPrayer.

Thykingdom come,thywillbedone,onearthasin
heaven.

JustastheHebrewreadingtodaysaysour

ChristianFaithisnotpassive,oritshouldbe.

Itisnotafaiththatsimplyrequiresustoturnupto

churchonaSundaymorningandforgetJesus

throughtherestoftheweek.



TheChristianfaithchallengesusnotleastbecause

Jesussetsanexample,anexampleofonewho

didn’tjustgowiththeflowbutonewhomadea

difference,onewhosetaboutturningtheworld

upsidedown,onewhochallengedconvictionsabout

whatwasrightandwrong

Soforthelasttime,Iam goingtoaskthequestion

again,HowdoesJesuschallengeyou?

Thinkaboutit,Prayaboutit,butalsodosomething

aboutit.

Whetherthatischanginganattitude,

creatingsomespacetobeinarelationshipwiththe

HolyTrinityeveryday,

orlearninghowtobemoreofthepersonGodwants

youtobe.

Andifyouneedahelpinghandtoworkoutwhatit

isthatGodistryingtotellyou,Iam surethereare

plentyofpeople,hereinthischurchwhoarewell

equippedinlisteningandwouldbedelightedtohelp

youworkitout.

SoasIdrawtoacloselet’sPray.

DearHeavenlyFather,

Wethankyouthatyousentyoursontocareandto



challenge,

Totakethehumanworldandturnitdownsideup

foryourkingdom.

HelpustohearhowwearetorespondtoHIS

challengetoourrelationshipwithGod.

Andhowwearetostarttobuildyourkingdom here

onearth.

WeaskourprayeraseverthroughyoursonJesus

Christ.

Amen.




